Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.089; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.2.
Related literature
, and have antimicrobial (Tarafder et al., 2000) and anticancer applications (Deschamps et al., 2003) . Additional recent interest in Schiff base compounds comes from their ability to form intramolecular hydrogen bonds by electron coupling between acid-base centers (Rozwadowski et al.,1999) . We report here the synthesis and structure of the title Schiff base compound, I, Fig. 1 .
The molecule is almost planar with a dihedral angle between the C2···C7 and C9···C13 benzene rings of 9.1 (2)° and an rms deviation from the meanplane through all non-hydrogen atoms in the molecule of 0.167. The C═N bond distance (1.255 (2) Å) is in reasonable agreement with that observed in a similar compound (Jian et al., 2006) .
Experimental
A mixture of 4-methoxyaniline 2.46 g (0.02 mol) and 4-chlorobenzaldehyde 2.8 g (0.02 mol) was stirred in ethanol (50 mL) at 367 K for 2 h, to give the title compound (3.9 g, yield 81%). Single crystals suitable for X-ray measurements were obtained by recrystallization from acetone and ethanol(1:1) at room temperature.
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with d(C-H) = 0.93Å, U iso =1.2U eq (C) for aromatic and 0.96Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. 
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